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FROM BLUSTER TO BACK DOWN
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SUnister Sickles by SecretaryFish.
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SPAIN WINS BOTH.
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The Grounds on Which Attorney General
Boehn Waived the Salute.

Washington, Jan. 8,1874.
The President to-day sent the following Message

to the Senate and House of Representatives
Executive Chamber, )

Washington, D. 0., Jan. 5,1874. I
Id my annual Message or December last I gave

reason to expect tbat, when the fall and accurate
text of the correspondence relating to the
teamer Virginias, which had been telegraphedIn cipher, should be received, the papers

concerning the capture of the vessel, the executionof a part of Its passengers and crew, and the
restoration of the ship and the survivors would be
transmitted to Congress in compliance with the
expectations then held out. I now transmit the
Vapors and correspondence on that subject.

a little OP the vessel's hi8t0ky.
On the 26th day of September, 1870, the Vlrglnlus

wtm registered in tbe Custom House at New York
ma the property of a citizen of the United States,
fee having first made oath, as required by law, that
fee was tbe true and only owner of the
Mid vessel, and that there was no subject
or citizen of any foreign prince or State,

j directly or indirectly, by way of trust, confidence
or otherwise interested therein. Having complied
vitn the requisites of the statute in that behalf,
he cleared to the usual way for the port of CuraQoa,
and on or about the 4tb day of October, 1870,
Railed for that port. It is not disputed that Bhe
aaade the voyage according to her clearance, nor
that lrom that day to this she has
not returned within the territorial jurisdiction of
the United States. It is also understood that she
preserved her American papers, and that when
within foreign ports she made the practice of
putting forth claim to American nationality, which
was recognized by the authorities at such ports.
When, therefore, she left tbe port of Kingston in
October last, under the flag 01 the United States
he would appear to have had, as against all
Towers except the United mates, the right to fly
that flag and to claim its protection, as enjo.ved by
» regularly documented vessels registered as

part of our commercial marine. No slate of war
^existed conierring upon a maritime Power the
right to molest and detain upon the high seas a
«locumenied vessel, and It cannot be pretended
that tbe Vlrglnlus had placed herself without tbe
pale ol all law by acts of piracy against the human
lace. li her papers were irregular or fraudulent
the offence was one against Ibo laws of the (Jolted
States, justifiable only in their tribunals.

PRX3IDKNT GRANT'S FIRST DKMA.N1> OK SPAIN.
When, therefore, it became kuown that tbe Vir.giniushad been captured on the high seaa by a

tipamsh man-of-war, that the American flag Had
been hauled down by the captors, that the vessel
bad been carried to a Spanish port and thut Spanishtribunals were taking jurisdiction over the
.persons of those found on her, and exercisingthat Jurisdiction upon American cltl-Ecns,not only in violation of international
law, but la contravention oi the provisions of the
Treaty of 1796,1 directed a demand to be made
upon Spain for the restoration or the vessel and
lor the return of the survivors to the protection
«1 the United States, lor a salute to the flag and
(or the punishment of the offending parties.

MODIFICATION OK THE DKMANDS.
The principles upon which these demands rested

could not be seriously questioned, but it was suggestedby the Spanish government that there were

grave doubts whether the Virulnius was entitled
to tne character given her by her papers, and that,
therelore, It might oe proper for the United States,
Alter the surrender of the vessel and the survivors,to dispense with the salute to the
flag should such facts be established to
their satisfaction. This seemed to be reasonable
and just. 1 therefore assented to it on the assurancethat Spain would then declare that no
insnlt to the flag of the United States had been
Intended. I also authorized an agreement to be
ir.aue mat, should It be shown to the satisfaction
©I this government that the Virginius wan improperlybearing the flag, proceedings should be
Instituted in our courts tor tbe punishment of tiie
offence committed against the United States, on
ber part Spain undertook to proceed against those
irho hart offended the sovereignty ot the United
fctates or who had violated their treaty rights.
The surrender ot the vessel and the survivors to
tliejurlsdictlou of.the tribunals of the United States
was an admission of the principles upon which oar
demand bad been tounded. I therefore had no
hesitation in agreeing to the arrangement finally
made between the two governments.an arrangementwhich was moderate and Just, and calculated
to cement the good relations which have so long
existed between Spain and the United states.

TUB VIRGINIUS SURHBNDER.
Under this agreement the Virginius, with the

.American flag flying, was delivered to the navy of
tne United states at Bahia Honda, in the tmand of
Cuba, on the 16th alt.

SINKING OP THE VIRGINIUS.
She was in an unseaworthy condition in the

passage to New York. She encountered one or the
most tempestuous of oar winter stormB. At the
risk 01 their lives the officers and crew placcd in
charge of her attempted to keep hor afloat. Their
«Corta were unav&illug, and she sunk off Cape
"Pear.

TUB PRISONFRS.
The prisoners who survived the massacres were

orrendered at Santiago de Cuba on the lhtli utt.,
and reached tbe port ot New York in safety.
The evidence submitted on the pari of Spain to

establish tbe feet that the Virginius at the time of
her capture was improperly tearing the flag

the United States la transmitted herewith,
together with tbe opinion of the ALtorney General
thereon and a copy of the note of the Spanish
Minister, expressing on behalf of hu government
m disclaimer of an? intent of indignity to tbe flan of
the United States. U. 8. GRANT.

TBE CfPHKft CORRESPONDENCE.

| Th# correspondence is rery voluminous and containsthe following features:.
On the 6th ot November General Sickles telegraphedto Secretary Fish that the Virginias

Had been captured six miles from Jamaica, and
that the Captain Oeneral had been ordered, en
Mr. sickles' suggestion, to await orders.
The secretary telegraphed Us, Sickles 1q reply .

[; ';: V^TS.
NEW YC

aM tn« MMBmsrr prooeedinre demanded invetttgallonas inhuman; lhat reparation will be requiredla American citizen* have been wrongfully
executed.
PMKNDLY DISPOSITION OP CAfiTll.AR'H OOVIRNMEVT.
Mr. Sickles the next day reported his interviews

wliiTMr. Caravajal and with President Caattlar.
The latter, he said, had ordered that no person be
executed without authority of the Cortea, and
thereupon Mr. Sickles expressed satisfaction. He
subsequently telegraphed Mr. Flab that the Spanishgovernment would spontaneously do every*
thing required by public law and treaty obligations; that tne Spanish government regretted the
exeeution of the lour prisoners, and orders were
sent to stay farther proceedings.

DUfAND OP BSPAKATION.
On the 8th or November Minister Sickles gave a

detailed account of the interview with the Ministerot state, who said that no formal demand
would be necessary on the part of the United
States, as the Spanish government would at once
take up the question and decide It The case of
the Deerhouud waa cited, and the same principles
would be applied to the Virglnlus. After further
correspondence Mr. Fish telegraphed to Minister
Sickles as lollows
Accounts have been received from Havana of the

exeeution of the captain and at) or the crew ami 18
others, ir true. General Sickles will protest
atrainwt. tho art. ua hrntal and harlturnua unrl uniulA

reparation will be demanded.
The Secretary confidentially Informed Minister

Sickles that doubt existed as to tfee right of the
Virglnius to carry tbe American flag.
Mr. Fish telegraphed to Minister Sickles that the

course of the Spanish government was accepted
as evidence of a willingness to administer Justice.
Tne condemnation of the act should be followed by
punishment.
Mr. Sickles was Instructed to say so to the

Spanish government, and that this government
ieored that Spain could not control the insurrectionof the Casino EspaQol.

SPANISU MINISTERS OIGVIFIED.
Mr. Sickles, November 12, states that he had

bad an Interview with President uastelar, who said
such scandals must cease; that interrogatories
bad been addressed to the Capttin General, and
that as soon as replied to General Sickles
would receive a communication. The Minister of
State informed Mr. sickles of the execution
of tbe prisoners, the orders from Madrid
arriving too late to prevent it; bnt the slaugnter
had ceased. The discussion between Mr. Sickles
and tbe Minister 1b given. Orders would be issued
to assure to United States citizens the protection
or the ordinary tribunal. General Sickles urged a

speedy solution of the difficulty, and called attentionto executions in pursuance of previous convictionsmade In the absence of the accused.
THE ABOKTIV* ULTIMATUM.

Secretary Flab telegraphed to Sickles, November14:.
Your telegram announcing adjournment of conferencereceived. Unless abundant reparation

snail have been voluntarily tendered you will demandtbe restoration of the Vlrglnlus, and the releaseand delivery to the United SUtes of the personscaptured on her who have not already been
massacred, and tbat the flag of the United States
be saluted In tbe port of Santiago, and the signal
punishment of the officials wlio were concerned
in the capture of the vessel and execution
of the passengers and crew. In case of
retaBal of satisiactory reparation within twelve
days irom this date, you will, at the expiration of
that time, close your Legation, and will, together
with your secretary, leave Amdrid, bringing with
you the archives ol tbe Legation. Yon may leave
the printed documents which constitute the
library in charge ol the Legation 01 some Irlendly
Power, which you may select, who will consent to
take charge of them. You will signliy the receptionof this by teiegrapbing to me in plain the
word New Jersey. FISH, j
The same day protests were made to the Spanish

government against the snmuiary executions, and
on the tfth Minister Sickles telegraphed to Mr.
Flab :.

SPANISH ARKOO.JnCE.
Made demand by note to-day At tlree o'clock in

the aftermfon, and on tbe same day telegraphed.
Received an ill-tempered note to-day from the Ministerof state rejecting tbe protest and saving that
Spain would nevertheless consider and decide the
questions according to law and uignlty.

FISH'S BLUSTKK.
Mr. Fish telegraphed to Minister Sickles, November15. reporting 57 more executions and saying:.

"If Spain cannot redress these outrages the United
States will." These Instructions to Minister
Sickles were to be used cautiously and discreetly.

sickles, November 10, sends copy of note to Mr.
Car\ajal demanding reparation and a copy of the
latter's reply, and also Sickles' rejoinder. Sickles
alludes to the abusive attitude of tne Madrid press.
Sickles telegraphs Fish. November 16:.
Mr. Layard informs me he has received instructionsfrom his government concerning 17 British

subjects among the crew of the Vlrsamus executed
and seven more under sentence of death, the latter
all minors. Of tbe 17 dead six were executed immediatelyan tbe arrival of tbe Virginins in port.
A British frigate is ordered to Santiago.
Sickles, November 18, transmits copy of reply of

Minister of State to nls note of November 10 respectingreports from Havana. Sickles regards it
as a refusal, and proposes to close tbe Legation
unless omerwise oruerea, ana on tne istu
asks Fish that a vessel may be ordered to
Valencia to take blm to France. The next day
Sickles transmitted a copy of Carvajal's reply rejectingthe protest. On the 10th be lnrormed Fish
he is waiting Instructions and said:.
The popular leellng runs high here against the

United States and tills Legation. The press is
violent, advising the government to order me out
or .Spain. Last night a mob was collected to attack
and sack tie Legation. The authorities lnterlered
and preserved the peace.
Mr. Sickles also telegraphed
Spain has asked the good offices of England.

Lord Granville declined unless on the oasis of
ample reparation made to the United States.

VACILLATION OP FISH.
Mr. Fish telegraphed to Mr. sickles, November

10, that the Spanish Minister at Washington had
shown a telegram Irom his government asking
time for inquiry and expressing an intention to
make reparation. This being regarded as a reconsiderationof the decision communicated to Mr.
Sickles, he was Instructed to deier his departure.

DUPLICITY OF SFANISH DEALING.
On the 20th Mr. Sickles communicated that the

tone of the notes from the Minister of State was
unsatisfactory, and says:.

If permitted to orrer a suggestion with reference
to vour instructions ol the 10th. I would remark
Unit, the tone, temper and substance of the
written communications made to me by the Ministerol state are very different from the appareut
purport ol the telegram sent to the Spanish Ministerin Washington and communicated to
you. The refusal to say a word about the
merits of the case in reply to a demand repelledas arbiirary, inadmissHble and humiliating
was announced to me here on the same day that
different proiessions were made to you. Mr. Carvajal'snotes to me are exhibited here as showing
the real position of this government. They are
offensive in form and nnsatislactory In snbstance.

. If we heBitate It will be asserted and believed la
Spain and Cuba that we pause before the defiant
attitude assumed by this government and
people. This boast will be supported
by the official and formal declarations of
this Cabinet In reply to communicatious I have
made to It in obedience to your instructions. Misapprehendingour forbearance, Spain would abuse
any success obtained by duplicity and delay, and
show herself more than ever arrogant and regardlessol our rignts and dignity. On the other hand,
any concession now obtained at Washington
will appear to corroborate the intimation
made here In high quarters, aud generally
believed, that my action in the matter
ol the Virglnlus has not been in conformity with
the instructions 1 have received, and Is not approvedby my government. 1 have tho best reasonslor the opinion that my prompt withdrawal
irom Madrid in deiault of the reparation the Presidenthas directed me to demand will convince
Spain we are in earnest, ana she will yield to our
terms And peace may be honorably preserved.
The tact that Spam holds one attitude here
and another in Washington on the same day
would seem to impeach her sincerity, and this dissimulation,1 am sure, is due to the lear of a diplomaticrupture or something worse. This Cabinet
have already obtained all the Information they
will ever get irom Cuba abont thi# transaction.The Italian government has kindly con(Mintedto allow Count Mafll, Charge d'Affalres
<of Italy In Madrid to take care of American Interestshere and accept the custody of the library aud
property ol this legation, *n application being
made, by yonr authority, through our Minister lu
Koine. 1 hope you will make the request, and that
tula courtesy nfcy be dniy acknowledged.

SICKLE?.
OUR MINISTER UNPROTECTED FROM INBILT.

Mr. Fish telegraphod to General Sickles Novemberill. 18T3:.
Your telegram, suggesting a poscible difference

of attitude on the part of Spain, in Madrid aud
here, which you think caJU for your withdrawal
from Madrid, and asking a request to tho
Italian government to authorise iu representativeto take care of our library
at Madrid, has been laid before the
l'residvMU who decJdea mat juibUn .mv«f««ta re- ,
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quire that you should remain at your post until the
expiration of the tune heretofore named or notii
farther orilera. If a difference exists, as you huxgest,the President leels it his duty to take Into
consideration the representations made at
Washington, winch approach most nearv
to compliance with our Just demands; depends
npon you to co-operate with our efforts to induce
Spain to make such concesslous as may avert a
rapture between the two Republics. Without
auestlonlng the seniority ol the Madrid Cabinet, It
wtU uot be possible to send a vessel to Valencia.

FISH.
After further correspondence, Mr. Plsb telegraphedNovember 26 to Mr. Sickles
If no accommodation is reached by the close of

to-morrow, leave. If a proposition in submitted
you will refer it to Washington and defer action.
Mr. Sickles Informs Mr. Fish, November 26, that

Lord Granville regarded the reparation demanded
as Jost and moderate. <

RECEDINQ FROM POSITION.
On the 20tn Mr. Sickles telegraphed Mr. Pish
President Castelar says Mr. Sickles would receivea note that day recognizing the principles on

which the American demand was made, and askinga delay till December 26 lor Investigation.
Mr. Sickles, November 26, acknowledges receiptof Instructions; that be had notified the

Minister that he may defer reply and request lor
passports, and transmits the substance of a note
received from the Minister of State containing a

proposal lor an adjustment.
Mr. Pish telegraphed to Minister Sickles November27, transmitting a copy of the Senate's resolutionof June id, 1868, that the detention of merchant

vessels on the high seas by foroe in time of peace
is a derogation of the sovereignty of the United
States.
Minister Sickles telegraphs to Mr. Fish November28, announcing that it had been informally

agreed at Madrid the previous day that reparation
should be made in accordance with the American
demand; that he was Informed that a different
proposition bad been authorized by Mr. Pish and
accepted by the Spanish government, and he inquireswhether this is true. *

Mr. Pish, to Minister Sickles, November 28, says:.
Supposing, from the tenor or Minister Sickles'

despatches, that he had leit Madrid, the reply of
the last Spanish proposal was communicated to
Admiral lJolo, who now says that negotiations are
going ou at Madrid. Having received notice that
General Sickles would demand his passports at
three o'clock it is supposed that these negotiations
have dropped.

THE SURRENDER OF F1SFI.
Mr. Fish to General Sickles November 29, says:.
Spanish Minister yesterday male a proposal

embracing substance ol demands oi 16th of Novemberwith slight variations, which has been accepted
and protocol signed.
December a Mr. Fish telegraphed General

Sickles:.
Powers sent to Admiral Polo to negotiate place

and time for the surrender or the Virgluius.
Tue result la given, and the correspondence be,tween Mr. Piah and General Sickles relative to the

latter's resignation, already published, appears in
the documents.

CORRESPONDENCE OP FISH AND POLO.
The following will give an Idea of the correspond*

ence and negotiations with the Spanish Legation
at Washington:."Mr. Pish to Admiral Polo, November12. Has received intelligence of the
shooting of 63 persons from the Vlrginlus. The
story too shocking and cruel to be credible; asks
if he has more authentic intelligence."
Admiral Polo to Mr. Fish, November 12."Has

received no information."
Copies of telegrams to Admiral Polo, handed by

Admiral Polo to Mr. Pish, November 16, state that
the papers of the Vlrginlus were irregular. The
order from Madrid did not reach Santiago in time
to stay executions, owing to tbe destruction ol
telegraph wires, rhe Virginias was a pirate.
Tbe following was banded by Admiral Polo to Sir.

Fish, November 17:.
Spain is disposed to make amends for any violationol International law, but requires tune to

make examination.
Admiral Polo to Mr. Fish, November 18, encloses

a copy of a telegraphic despatch from the Ministerof State at Madrid, in which it is said that
Spain cannot answer till tbe facts are known, and
is resolved to preserve tbe Integrity of its territory; but will observe tbe obligations of Internationallaw and the letters of all treaties.
Copy of a telegram from the Secretary of state,

Madrid, to Admiral Polo, handed to Mr. Fish by
Admiral Polo November 20, proposing an arbitrationand the surrender of the vessel into the hands
of the arbitrators :.
Tbe authority of Spain Is respected in Cuba.

The evidence is conflicting. This is a reason lor
arbitration. Spain U acting in good i&ith.
Admiral Polo to Mr. Fish, November 20, enclosinga copy of a telegram from the Minister of State,

In which it is said that Spanish authority is respectedin Cuba, and that peremptory orders had
been issued.

ARBITRATION DECLINED.

Memorandum of an Interview between Admiral
Polo and Mr. Fish, November 31, 1878:.
Mr. Fish declines to submit to arbitration tne

question of an indignity to tbe flag. He Is willing
to submit all questions which are properly subjectsof reference. He is surprised to and no expressionirom Spain of disapproval ol the hasty
executions or 01 reauiness ro release tne vessel
and survivors. Arbitration would be postponement.It was desirable to have the settlement
complete before tlie assembling of Congress. The
United states strongly desire a friendly settlement.
Admiral Polo to Mr. Fish, November 28, notifying

him when and where the testimony of Greenwood
and other witnesses will be taken.
Admiral Poio to Mr. Fish, November 23, enclosing

a telegram irom Madrid that tne reported hostile
manifestations against General Sickles are not trueMr.Fish to Admiral Polo, November 24, respectingthe proposed examination of witnesses in New
Yorlc. Telegram from Madrid to Admiral Polo
banded to Mr. Fish by Admiral Polo, November 24,
asking whether the United states will await the
result of the investigation by Spain;
whether the President will submit the question
to Congress, and for a statement of the
points of offence in view or the treaty stipulations
and International law. Memorandum of statementby Seretary Fish to Admiral Polo. November
24, in answer to reasons why It is impracticable to
wait. Reasons why the President must submit
facts to Congress. General statement of the points
of-offence.
Telegram from Madrid to Admiral Polo, hand ed

to Mr. Ftsh by Admiral Polo on November 25
The news contradictory as to the right oi the Vlr

glnlus to curry the United States flag. It may appearthat she is the subject ot reclamations agalust
tne United States. Spain suspends her reclamations,and asks the United States to do the same
till the lacts are known. No satisfaction is possibletill the right to demand it is established.

EMPTY TALK ABOUT TUB FLAG.
Memorandum of interview between Mr. Fish

and Admiral Polo:.November 2A Admiral Polo
reads No. 118. Mr. Fish replies that the United
States, In the interest or all maritime Powers, includingSpain, deny the right or capture of documentedvessels on the high seas in time of peace;
the right to Inquire into the validity of papers is in
the Power issuing them, which the United States
IV |/t CU UV« 1UO UUIbCU OMkliCS TV tu IUU"

sider tbe suoject of reclamations whan the honor
of the flag is atoned tor. The Identity or the Vlr '

ginluB is unquestioned. Any irregularity in her
papers, therefore, is merely technical.
Memorandum of Interview between Mr. Fish and

Admiral Polo. November 27Mr. Fish reads a despatchfrom General Sickles. Says the United states
cannot accept this proposal. This communication
is made to Admlrul Polo because It is supposed
General Sickles has left Maund. The proposition
is, virtually, that Spain should hold tne vessel
while seeking proof to justify her capture. Admiral
Polo asks whether, if the vessel be given
up, inquiries would be Instituted by the
United States with a view to the punishmentof any who might be found to have
violated the law of the USited States, reserving
the question of saltue for further Information. Mr.
Fish consults the President aad accepts the propo*
sal, If the vessel and the snrvlyors are delivered
forthwith; tbe salute wlllvto dispensed with If
Spain, before December 24, satisfies the United
States that the Virglnius had no right to
carry tbe flag, in that case proceedings will
be commenced by the United States against the
vessel ami survivors Implicated, Spain Is also to
proceed In accordance with the second proposition
to General Sickles.
Telegram irom Madrid to Admiral Polo, handed

to Mr. Fish by Admiral Polo November 28:.Negotiationsrenewed in Madrid. Any arrangement
made will be carried out In Cuba, same handed
to Mr. Fiah i»t Admiral i'olo, November 2% exjjfenb
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ing satisfaction at happy termination of negotiation.

TUB PROTOCOL.
Protocol of Conference between Mr. Flub and

Admiral Polo, November 28, carrying oot U»e
agreement stated in No. 120.
Admiral Polo to Mr. Pish, December 1:.Has not

received his instructions for naming time and
place lor surrender; expects them every moment;
kska, tnerefore, extension of time. Mr. Pish to
Admiral Polo, December 2:.Delay appears unavoidableand will, doubtless, cease in a few
hours. Tbe President will then rely upon immediateexecution of agreement.
Mr. Plan to Admiral Polo, Deeember 4IsInformedby General Hlckles that powers have been

sent to Admiral Polo. Is prepared to execute tbe
agreement, and asks him to name an bour to-day
when be will meet him (Mr. Pish) for that purpose.
Admiral Polo to Mr. Fish, December 4, in reply

to the lastHis powers require him to act In conJunctionwith the superior authorities of Cuba.
Has referred the subject to MadUd.
Agreement between Mr. Fish and Admiral Polo,

December 8,1873, astcu the time, place and manner
of surrender of tbe vessel and survivors, and
as to the mode of renuerlng the salute If not dispensedwith.

SPANISH EVIDENCE AGAINST THE VHWHNIC8.
Admiral Polo to Mr. Fish, December 10, transmittedevidence in order to show that the Vlrglnlus

at the time of her capture was not entitled to carry
tne nag of the United States.
First.Bill ot sale of trie solicitors of the Treasuryto John F. Patterson.
Second.Oath of John F. Patterson that he Is the

true and only owner of the said vessel, and that
there la no subiect or citizen 01 any foreign Drlnce
or State, directly or indirectly, by way of trust,
confidence or otherwise, interested therein.
Third.Bond on the Issue of the certificate of

registry.
Fourth.Crew list.
F(nK~Clearance bond.
Sixth.Manifest of cargo.

. seventh.Master's oath or clearance.
Eighth. Manifest.
yinth.The deposition of Francis E. Sbeppard.
Tenth.Tlie deposition of Francis uowen.
Eleventh.Deposition of Francis Bowen.
Twelfth.Deposition ot Charles Smith.
Thirteenth.Imposition of Edward Greenwood.

HunnaitlAii r\f Inhn Lf/i/>on» « >/« ** «*
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thew Murphy.
.Fifteenth.Deposition 01 Thomas Gallagher.
Sixteenth.Deposition of Ambrose Rowling.
Seventeenth.Deposition of Jonn Furlong.
Eighteenth.Deposition of Adelio do Varona.

spain'S victory.
Mr. Fish to Admiral Polo, December 22, acknowledlngthe receipt or No. 129"The enclosures make

It appear to the satisfaction of the United States
that the Vlrglnius was not entitled to carry the
flag at the time of her capture. The salute will,
therefore, be dispensed with, and, in accordance
with the terms of the protocol, inquiries will De
instituted and proceedings commenced against the
vessel and the persons appearing to be guilty of
illegal acta connected therewith."
The documents conclude with a large mass of

Consular and miscellaneous correspondence, Includingcopies of the agreement with Admiral
Polo, addressed to Secretary Robeson, and requestingthat instructions may be given for carrying It
out; also the opinion of Attorney General Williams,that the Virginias at the time of capture
was, withoat right, improperly carrying the
American flag.
Mr. Fish, December 17, transmits the opinion of

the Attorney General to Secretary Robeson and
requests that steps may be taken to notify the
proper officers at Santiago that the salnte will
be dispensed with.
Admiral Palo to Mr. Fish, January 3, expresses,

on behalf of his government, a disclaimer of an
intent of indignity to the flag of the United States.

0UBA3 AFFAIRS IB THE~CITY.
Meeting ot the Virginias Brlioneri.
The Cnban headquarters, No. &0 Exchange placo,

was the scene ol a meeting yesterday of the VirginluBprisoners. A large number or these much
talked of men was on hand, and Messrs. Clsneros*
Adama, l other noted gentlemen of patrioticretmclUTOii received the expeditionists, as
well as the Herald man, with their usual polite-
nt'BB. ine reieaaea prisoners uad Deea ca.led togetherto receive donations of clothing and other
necessaries required to replace losses incurred in
tbeir famous expedition. It was a source of
amusing satisfaction to see bow kindly tbe
boys cottoned to the nooks and corners of the
room employed as thecuban Junta's office. Their
wiry, agile persons fitted into the angles ol tho
apartment and alone; the walls far better than
even in the snuggest berth or most lavorably
placed hammock in the forecastle or the old Virginius.The faces of those ooya were beaming
with delightful contentedness. They leel like new
men; they look their feelings and want their
friends to be aware of the bappy change in their
fortunes.
Whether Mr. Aldama and his friends are doing

anything lor the good of the canse of Cuban independencemust for tbe present remain a secret.
There can be no doubt as to the propriety of these
gentlemen keeping tbeir own counsel. Their reserveimplies a desire to be let alone by the press.

LOUISIANA LEGISLATURE.

H«nag« it Governor Kellogg.Recommendationto Fund tbe State Debt In
rem Per Cent Console.Inducement!

ot ItaU Aid to Bnlld Railroads.Tbe
HcEntry Faction.

Nkw Orleans, Jan. S. 1874.
The Legislature met at Mechanics' Institute todayand the proceedings were orderly.
It Is understood that Mr. Lowoll, the present

Speaker, holds over nnder a pledge to resign In 10
days if the House wishes it.
Governor Kellogg's Message was very long. Its

main points were as followsThe total debt of tne
State was $24,283,336. Some of this was of doubtfullegality and was being tested in the Courts.
The State had tried to pay Interest on this whole
amount, and haa done so up to date, but conld do
so no longer, without maintaining a rate of taxationwhich was almost confiscation. He proposes
the

FUNDING OP THE WHOLE DEBT
at 60 cents on the dollar In new seven per cent
consols, guaranteed by constitutioual amendment
and appropriation for interest made perpetual;
the debt to be limited at the point to which It would
be reduced by this consolidation, say <18,000,000.
He argues that these consols would be worth par,
while at present the bonds are ouly worth on the
market 50 cents on the dollar, and states that the
consolidation scheme has been submitted to and
approved by the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce
and the large bondholders. He regrets that large
appropriations made for railroads had resulted in

FAILUKBS TO BUILD KOADd
to Texas. The $2,500,000 bonds Issued to the Mobile
and Texas Railroad by the act or 1871 without considerationwould probably not be paid. Any one
who would come forward und give solid guarantees
to bulla the road should nave every assistance
from the State. Failing all other plans lie recommendedthat tne State buy the road under the
second mortgage bonds and build it itself.
The Message recommends the revision or repeal

of a large number of laws, aud says that if the
members lormlng the opposing body do not come
in and take the seats which have been kept open
lor them tney must take all the responsibility of
tuts result oi ineir conuuci.

THE M'KNKRY LBOIStATl'RB.
The McEnery Legislature met. There wan no

quorum. In view of ttie lact tout the KelionK
Legislature is recognized by the President the
McEnery Legislature will remain in session only a
snort time, adopting, however, before it adjourns,
au address to Congress upon the political situatlou
In Louisiana. It adjourned until noon to-morrow.

DUBELL'S IRREGULARITIES.
Fraudulent Salts In BaBkraptCf»S«U>
ur« of a Newspaper by a Political
Plot~>Brlbes and Exaetlona.

New Ohleans, Jan. 5, 1S74.
The Dnrell Investigating Committee will be

In session until a late hour to-night. Daring the
day only six additional witnesses were examined.
Henry C. Miller, a prominent lawyer, testified to
fraudulent sales by the Bankrupt Court. J. W.
McNee, Esq., testified In Ita lavor relative to
the seizure of the Tivvea newspaper. C. A. Weed,
Its late owner, was examined at lengtn on the
same subject, and (rave a mass or damaging
evidence, tending to Bhow that the seizure of
the Times was a purely political plot.
He also testified to Pnrell's habitual
inebriety. H. H. Walsho, another prominent
attorney, testified to tlie erasure and annulment
of a judgment after it had become final and his
property, tiustave Wineiiill, a bankrupt victim,
and his attorney, D. C. Labatt, testified to a bribe
of $3,000 having been exacted by the "ring" lor the
release of his wile's property 12,000 more being demandedTor a judgment, and to the subsequent returnof the original amount.
A large number of witnesses has been summoned,and the Investigation will probably last

three days longer. That Purell cannot i*«vfpe impeachmentis now generally admitted hf boiu his
oitponcuts aud u lends,

jE sheet.

THE BOSTON FRAUDS.

Further Developments in the Case
of Jordan, Marsh & Co.

The Members of the Firm To Be CriminallyFroeecuted for Perjury.

Boston, Jan. 5, 1874.
Public Interest still clusters around the investigationnow In progrens concerning the alleged

frauds of Jordan, Marsh A Co. upon the revenue.
The examination of their books ana papers, which
were seized by Special Agent Bingham, is not
more than one-fourth completed, and it will probablybe February beiore any definite idea of the
extant or the aliened frauds Is obtained. In the
meantime the commercial community, and In feet
the whole public, manifests the keenest interest in
what is going on. The Treasury officials in Washington,as well as their officers here, are confident
of the infallibility of their evidence already securedto make out several instances of wilful lraud,
and it ib expected that the number of cases will tie
multiplied by additional evidence to be gained
from the books and papers now in hand.

1 have learned from the highest official source
that the department at Washington has in its possessiona large number or private invoices differing
materially from the Custom House invoices, being
larger in amount and containing more charges and
less discounts than appear upon the invoices presentedat the Custom House. Furthermore, the
allegations in the complaint of deliberate fraud in
the way of letters of advice, amounts current,
original invoices ana lalse invoices is claimed to
be complete, and more than tho officers expectedto find. The order of the Court limiting
the examination of books and paperB to the mat-
tors specifically set forth in tne complaint it is
thought possible may prevent the government
from recovering as much as it is entitled to recover,but, nevertheless, it Is claimed, from what
is already known of the case in Washington, that
this order will In nowise affect the result except
as to the amount, each case declared upon in the
complaint having been lully substantiated by docu-
mentary evidence before tbe seizure.
For prudential reasons the details of tbe pro*

gress of tbe examination of tbe books and papers
are withheld for the present. It would not be for
the interest of the government or Just to the
defendants that any premature publication of the
facts involved should be made. The case is one of
Buch magnitude, tbe parties of such btsh social
and commercial standing, and the Issue being
inevitably to be tried before a jury, it is desirable
that they should enter upon the case without pre-
Judlce.
Mr. Bingham, the prosecuting officer, maintains

a demeanor of quiet coniidence which, coupled
with the fact that his case bad originally been
presented to a judge wholly disinclined to grant
such warrants, and who, from his very
nature, could not grant them UDiess
compelled to by positive and overwhelming evidence,leads to the inevitable conclusion that there
is much genuine fire underneath all this smoke
which the Balntly papers of the Puritan Hub have
made such light of aud worked themselves into
such a ridiculous and apparently indignant lever
about. 1 have ascertained in interviews with Mr.
Bingham that the claim of lraud is not based upon
any technical violations of tbe intricate revenue
laws, nor upon any question where there could
possibly arise a reasonable doubt as to the duty
of the importer or the action 01 the Collector, nor
upon any species of evidence obtained or to be obtainedirom the books or papers of the firm which
have been or could have been tampered with,
directly or Indirectly, by the clerk Jackson or uny
other man in tbe employ of Jordan, Marsb & Co.
Mr. Jackson's position as custom house clerk of

the firm enabled him to be ramiliar with all tnelr
importing business, and it Is stated that li lie had
fully obeyed the Instructions of bis employers the
frauds perpetrated would have been targety in excess01 those now charged, and sufficient to have
resulted in the complete winding up 01 the whole
concern. On account of Mr. Jackson's (allure or
refusal to assist lu further delraudlng the govern-
meat His salary was once or twice reduced, and at
the time be left It was not one-half what in
paid hy other firms for similar service.
There fa a rumor that Mr. Jordan's ieellngstowards Mr. Jackson were fnrther
aggravated by the reftisai of the latter to wed a
niece of the mercantile prluce. These matters,
however, are not material 10 the case. It is sufficientto state that Mr. Jackson will figure conspicuouslyin me case, and that he will assist the
district Attorney in preparing it.

It has been decided to proceed against tne Arm
on a criminal as well as a civil process. The
criminal process will be based upon one or more
charges ol perjury, the offence being alleged to
have been committed in taking oath to false invoices;but it may turn out after all that
Jordan, Marsh & Co. will be martyrs rather
than punlsned violators of the existing revenue
laws and Kindred acts providing for the collection
of the revenue. The Board of Trade, otherwise
known as the Mutual Admiration Society, of the
Hub, took their case up at the regular monthlr
meeting this afternoon. Besides eulogising the
virtue and time honored integrity of the offending
firm, they passed a series of resolutions demandingtrom Congress an instant repeal of all laws calculatedto puuish those wbo seek wealth at the
expense of the Internal revenue.
John \v. Candler was the special champion of the

firm, although in his remarks, as well as in the
resolutions which he offered, the name ol Jordan,
Marsh ft Co. was most carefully omitted. The resolveswhich he submitted were as follows
Kesoivea, »nai in me judgment 01 uie noaru me

under which the customs duties are now collected are
complex, cumbersome and ditBcult to understand, and,
in connection with the demoralizing system of rewardingInformers bv moletie... and with the arbitrary power
invested in officers who are themselves informers to
seize books and papers, they two commonly serve as a
trap tor hone.-t Importers and an encouragement to corruption,oppression and private bribery.
Resolved, That the evils are so great and arc exerting

so destructive an influence on the morals ol trade that
we respectfully ask of Congress, in til* name of the commerceol' the country, at once to do away with nil rewardsto informers and all penalties an! confiscations for
the benefit of salaried officers of the customs, to take
irom such officers all powers of arbitrary seizure of books
and papers and to enforce the sacredness ol private correspondencewhen entruated ! the nation's keeping in
the mails.
Kesolved, That the difficulty of understanding a complexsystem oi customs and the facilities lor fraud

afforded by thom are considerations which imperativelycall for tile abolition ot ad valorem duties, and the substitutionfor them oi simple, specific duties wherever noaslble.
Kesolved, That the delegates from this Board to tho

National Board of Trade to be held in Baltimore ou the
i:ith be requested to present these resolutions, and urge
tneir adoption.

itcsolved, That the Executive Committee of this Board
be requested to present the resolutions to congress in the
MUM of tlie Board, and to take such other measures as
tliev may deem proper to secure reformatory legislation
on these subject*. ,

Mr. Candler had scarcely finished reading the
resolutions when the members of the Board broke
out with approving applause. In urging their
adoption he said that the manner in which the resolveshad been received showed the popular (eeltugof the merchants of Boston concerning the mlainouHrevenue laws. lie said they were clearly
against the spirit of republican institutions, and
denounced all laws as unjust which increased the
compensation of the officers if the men whom they
prosecuted were convicted. In his attacks upon
the system he said he hoped that the merchants of
the entire country wonld go before Congress and
demand that the injudicious and lniamous laws
shall be at once wiped from the statutes.
Every importer m the country, he said, knew
that It wa9 utterly impoisible to protect himselfirom possible errors as the law existed
now, and turthermore clerks could make lalse
entries and thus render their innocent and honest
employers liable to suspicion and punishment.
Healso called attention to tike (act that In such
cases as the one now exciting Interest in the community,only a small portion of the amount
claimed and obtained (roin the alleged offenders
(roes to the government, adding that H all tne lacts
connected with the settlement of this class of
cases were known, the United States would stand
disgraced among all nations of the globe.

THB OPPOSITION V1KW.
John Cumminga, President oi the Shawmut

Bunk, was more conservative. While he itelieved
that the laws should be modified, he thought that
perhaps It wonld come with better grace irom the
lloard if they would delay an expression of opinionuntil after the charges against the alleged
offending firm were disposed of. If the resolveB
had been Introduced a month ago ho would have
had no hosltation in supporting them; but In view
oi the present circumstances he could not vote In
the affirmative.
This same opinion was entertained by George F.

Moore, who remarked in a tone oi sarcasm that
he had never known of any honest man who had
been injuriously affected by the existing revenue
laws, and so long as it was only the disnonest importerswho are disturbed he thought it was
rather injudicious lor the Hoard to pass any such
resolutions as those which had been submitted.
He regarded laws like the present necessary ior
the protection oi honest, as well as the ph'uishmentoi dishonest men.

THK DKPKNCK OP J0KI>>V, MARSIT A 00.
Alexander H. lUce, ex-member of Congress, could

not rest easily under the implied imputation upon
tne inteitrlty of bis old associates in the Peace
Jubilee humbugs, and lie followed Mr. Moore in a
long and eloquent argument in defence of the firm
against which such grave charges have been
maae. In a general denunciation of the law,
which formed a pan of ins speech, he went
so tar so as to intimate, by authority,
(Alt the Boston Collector and other officers
hevfe were as much opposed to the existing
revenue statutes as he himself. Towards the close
of his remarks Mr. Rice made an allusion to the
patriotism and loyalty of the firm during tne dark
daja (4 me rebUikn; »n miiuuin which, although

»,
eloquent tn the extreme, provoked a quiet Rtnn«
among those who were aot enthusiastic over Mr.
Candler's resolutions. "When thin Infamous law
waa passed," remarked the ex-Congressman,
this very Arm was the first to come to the rescuo

or the government and lorward car loads of supEUeato the front for the aid and comfort of ih«
rave boys who were periling their lives in the defenceof the old flag. It was this firm, the only one
among thousands," he said, "who sent their clerks
otr to the war, and kept their situations open an&
«>uunued their salaries until they returned with the
crowning honors of victory. "It Is such things as
these." added Mr. Kice, in a tone calculated to
move tue stoutest heart, "that ought to be re.
membered by a grateiul community, and it is
but right that sucb gentlemen should have all the
sympathy and support whloh their private and.
public conduct has so clearly and abundantly justified.He hoped, therefore, that the Boston Board
of Trade, a body of fair minded and lnteliigeno
gentlemen, would take Immediate action, and protestagainst such men tie in or Discarded throughout
the country as ir<mda. and almost irretrievablyruined, beiore it is ascertained that they hav*k
committed the siigtitesi. offence whatever.
These remarks ot Mr. Kice called forth loud applausefrom tli© majority of the Board, us did also

a speech by Edward Atkinson who angrily pitchedInto the Kevenue laws as well as the officers who
had been instrumental in applying them to Jordan,Marsh A Co*

AN OFFICIAL OTINIOW.
Judge Russell, the Collector of the Port, who

had Deen an interested listener to the discussion
was at length called upon to express his views.
In complying he remarked that it was improperlor him to speak of anv particular case, addingthat so far as the Jordan, M&rsn a co.
matter was concerned he was entirely ignorant.He then went on to say that he was opposed to th«
law and always had been, and proceeded u> give mfew Illustrations of its Injustice and how its opera*
tions often enriched government officers who werC
not in the remotest manner connected with th«
detection of the crime from which tbey derived 0
certain portion of the penalty Imposed. The eyai
tem also admitted of corruption among Judges 01
the United States courts, and in many instances
it operated so as to Handsomely reward odlcera
for their own ignorance, incompetency o?
wilful failure to discharge their duties.
This law of rewardinng informers, be added, haa
been in foro6 since the days of Alexander iiamllton,tut it was enacted more particularly to guard
against smuggling, which in times past was car*
ried on very extensively, and by men occupying
prominent positions in society. "Why," said the
Collector, "l.cannot to-day enter the sacred portals
of old Faneuil Hall without gazing upon the fmllcngthportrait of a man who once sent an order
for ten casks 01 brandy and added a postscript
to bis letter instructing the snippers to invoice!
it as ram." In concluding bis remarks CollectorRussell said tbat tbe Dills before Congress
Tor a change in tbe law were not periect, for they
tailed to do away with the iniormers. He believed'
revenue was a good thing, but personal rights was
Btiil better. There is no way la which the present
tariff can be enforced. It is impossible to enforce
it, for goods imported can only be properly at>pramedby two men, aul they are the buyer
and the seller. What we want is a simple, commonsense tariff, and he hoped a wise Congress
would provide one.
Tbe few who irowned upon tbe resolutions and

denounced them found tbat they were in a hopelessminority, and upon the question being called
and put there was an almost unanimous vote in
the affirmative.

VIRGINIA.
The Civil Sights Bill Offensive to the Old

Dominion Conservatives.A Protect sad
Counter Protest Sent to Congress

Colored Ken as Jurors.

Richmond, Jan. B, 1874.
There is great excitement in legislative and

official circles here over tbe proposed passage by
CougreBs of the Civil Rights bill, aa already alluded
to in the Herald, which is mainly owing to the
educational feature of that document.
Both bouses of the General Assembly to-day

adopted a series of resolutions that declare
That there is no purpose upon their part or upon the

part ot the people they represent to cherish captious
hostility to the iederal administration and reaffirming a
portion ol'the conservative platform, that they will judge
it Impartially by its official ucts, Ac.; that the Legislaturerecognize the fourteenth amendment ot the federal
constitution as a part ot that instrument, and desire In
good iaith ut abide its provisions as expounded br
tbe Supreme Court oi the United States, and the amendmentthus construed is the supreiuo lav ot the land and
should be obeyed and respected by all the co-ordiuatA
uepamneiiis 01 "ie (vrauuwui. "'»» ««loreCongress knowu us th<- Civil hights bill is In violation01 this amendment a* intorprawd by the Supreme
Court; Is an InlrlnKetnenl on the constitutional and
legislative power* 01 the Stale; U sectional in it* operationand injurious alike to the white and colored populationol the Southern State*, and that iu eu.oreed applicationin those States will prove destructive of
their systems of education, arrest the enlightenmentot the colored population, in whose improvement
the people ol Virginia hold a lively interest; produce
continued Irritation between the races; counteract the
pacification and development now happily progressing;
repel immigration; greatly augment emigration; reopenthe wounds now almost healed; engender new politicalasperities, and paralvze the power and influence
of the State government; controlling und promoting domesticinterests and preserving internal harmony: that
the people ot Virginia. through its Legislature, earnestly
protest ugainst this bill, and instruct their Senators and
request their Kepresentatlvesin Congress firmly, but respectfully,to oppose its pawtaci', not ouiy for the reasons
expressed, but as a measure w hich is calculated to arrest
the growing sentiments of concord and harmony between
the Northern and Southern States.
The above resolutions of protest were transmittedby tbe Governor to the President of the

Senate, Speaker of the House and the Virginia
Representatives in Congress.

A COUNTER PROTEST FORWARDED.
Soon alter the adjournment of the General A*>

sembly this evening the colored members of the
two houses held a comerence and adopted a counterprotest against the action of the majority.
They declare tbat tbe resolutions adopted by tbe
two bouses were Inconsiderately rushed through,
allowing them no time to remonstrate or debate
the question at issue. They tarther protest that
this action does not represent the sentiment of tbe
masses of tbe people of Virginia; that it 1> at variancewith the ofi repeated declarations of tne conservativeparty, and especially of those used 1%
the last campaign, and tbat it Is in violationof tne oath taken by every member
ol the General Assembly and every officer of the
State irovernment. accentluir the civil and oolitical
equality of all men before the law. The colored
members conclude ttielr protest by Buying that the
denial of the privileges which the Civil Right*
bin conlers, will be, on the part of tbe conservatives,"Reaping their woru ol promise to the ear
and breading it to the hope." A committee of two
on the part of the Senate and throe on tbe part of
the House, with colored Senator W. H. Stevens as
chairman, was appointed to take this protest to
Washington, for tbe purpose of laying it before
Congress as an antidote to tbe conservative protest.

REPUBLICANS OPPOSE MIXED SCHOOLR.
The wime republican members of the oenerafl

Assembly do not endorse the extreme views of
their colored brethren. They lavor the passage of
the civil Rights bill, except that clause which
gives the federal government control of the educationalinterests of tbe states, and which would
practically enforce mixed schools, and therebybreak up tbe present excellent free school system
in Virginia. Colonel Robert W. Hughes, the late
republican candidate tor Governor, and all tbe
prominent speakers of the party in the last campaign,boldly expressed themselves in opposition
to mixed schools, and tbe opinion Is strong here
tbat tbe most sensible and intelligent persons of
the colored race do uot tavor that suicidal policy.

COLORED JURORS IN CRIMINAL CASKS.
In connection with the above Judge Gulgon, of

tbe Hastings Court, to-day made tne following
reply to a petition of a numoer of colored citixeus,
asking that where colored men are to be tried
colored Jurors be selected to try them. He said:.
"The law requires the Court to prepare a list or
sucb Inhabitants as it shall think well qualified to
serve as Jurors, who shall be persons of sound
Judgment and iree iroin legal exceptions. The
Code of i860, section 4. chapter l«2, page <ws, and
tbe Constitution of the United States and the Mill
or Rights of Virginia provide that tbe accused
shall be tried by an impartial jury. I
have endeavored in the past, as I shall in the
luture, to comply fully with these requirements.
and l have heard or no complaint or tne jurors
selected, either as to their intelligence, impartiality,
integrity or fitness In any respect, 1/such should
come it would be my duty u well ai my pleasure
promptly to Inquire into and correct the injustice.
If I were to comply with the request of these petitionersand try colored accused by specla'ly selectedJurors of colored men I should do so,

not becauh1i OF til sir intelligence.
Impartiality or integrity, nor because of their
sound judgment, knowledge of affairs, or capacity
to rorm (or themselves a Jnst Judgment and independendenceto hide by It uninfluenced; nor becauseof any other peculiar fitness, out simply becauseor the race, color and previous condition of
the accused and bis triers. A compliance witb this
request would therefore be the adoption of a test
or qualification not only not recognized by the
law, but in violation or the spirit, at least, of the
Fourteenth constitutional amendment and the
Civil Rights bill. For these reasons I decline to
graut the prayer ol the petitioners."

THE WEEKLY HEfiALDTBT IOWA.
(From the Maquoketa (Iowa) Sentinel, Jan. 1.)
The Sew York Weekly Herald is the cheapest

and best newspaper In the country. The We«klt
II era id of the present week, now ready, contains
a select story, entitled "Just la Time/' together
with the very latest news by telegraph from aU
parts of the world up to the hour of publication.

DEATH BT THE LAMP.
Boston, Jan. 5,1874.

In Ueverly, on Saturday evening. Miss Abbl*
r.arnson war burned to death br the brcakinjr of A
lur wbicn set ure to lie; cloihua.


